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The Europa Obiter  mission is designed t o  search f o r  
def in i t ive   ev idence  f o r  a current  subsurface  ocean on Europa 
and to   cha rac t e r i ze   t he   ove r ly ing   i ce  layer and sur face  
s u f f i c i e n t l y   t o  p lan  fu ture   explora t ion .  Among the  
invest igat ions  suggested f o r  the  mission  are   geodet ic ,  
g r a v i t y  and a l t i m e t r y  measurements t o   c h a r a c t e r i z e   t h e  
d i u r n a l   t i d e s ,  imaging  and spectral   observat ions,   and 
ice-penet ra t ing   radar .  NASA is  schedu led   t o   s e l ec t   t he  
payload  and  invest igat ions  in  the Spring of 2 0 0 0 .  The s t a t u s  
of  the  mission  and  plans  for  Europa explora t ion  w i l l  be 
discussed.  


